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Impact of Criminalization of Money Mule Account on Right and Liberty of

Romance Scam’s Victim.
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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to (1) study behavioral patterns and impacts of
Romance scam (2) study patterns and guidelines for determining offenses for money mule
offence according to Thai and foreign laws. (3) study and analyze issues, problems of the
element of money mule offense under Thai law and impact on victims of romance scam

by comparing with foreign laws. The results of the study found that (1) victims of romance
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scam are not only affected by losing of property but in some cases could be deceived to
be money mule. (2) Thai and foreign laws are different in formats and guidelines for
determining money mule account. Thailand has specific offenses regarding money mule
while the United States and the United Kingdom do not have specific offenses but apply
money laundering laws to money mule cases. (3) Money mule account under Thai law
composes of broad elements that are not limited to the account owner who is hired to
be money mule but may include victims of romance scam who are deceived to use their
bank accounts to receive or transfer money related to crimes and could be accused of
money mule offence. The researcher therefore proposes to abolish the specific offense of
money mule and enforce only money laundering offence for reducing duplication and
enforcing multiple offenses for money mule.

Keywords: Romance Scam, Money Mule Offence, Victim of Crime.
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